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Man and the Biosphere (MAB) 

Programme 

 
Commitment to sustainable development through 

  Ecosystem/socio ecological research  

 

  World Network of  

 Biosphere Reserves (610 in 117 countries) 

 

  Networking 

  Partnerships 

  Training and Capacity building 

 

Intergovernmental  scientific programme aiming 

at laying  scientific basis for the improvement  of 

people - environment relationships.  

 

 

 



 Conserve biological and 

cultural diversity 

 

 Propose innovative 

approaches to sustainable 

development  

 

 Promote research, 

monitoring, education and 

training 

MAB & The World Network of 

Biosphere Reserves  



Biosphere reserves and ecosystem 

services  
  - Millennium Ecosystem Assessment  

(Kristianstad Vattenrike, Sao Paulo green 

belt BRs) 

 

- Regional networks IberoMAB (2010), 

EuroMAB workshops (2011, 2012) 

 

 - Case studies of biosphere reserves 

(identification, assessment, inventory, 

monitoring, communication…) 



 Biodiversity, ecosystem services and 

indicators  

 
 

 



Objectives and beneficiaries in biosphere 

reserves  
• Basis for dialogue and discussions; transcend conservation 

development dilemna;  

 

• Strengthening local values such as sense of ownership, 

traditional knowledge, cultural values and social 

participation;  

 

• Fostering sustainable economic activities (ecotourism, 

generation of non-wood forest products, organic farming) 

 

• Educational activities, communication to decision makers;   

 



 

• Ecosystem services benefit from co-management 

approaches, building on participation of local communities 

and implementing traditional management knowledge; 

 

• Help identify conflicts, values and tradeoffs and enable better-

informed decisions. 



 

 

Opportunities    

• Discussion, dialogue 

methodology and tools for 

diversity of stakeholders;  

 

• Co-construction of indicators to 

monitor changes;  

 

• Diversity of information and 

combined knowledge systems 

(IPBES);  

• Trends in quality and quantity 

of services    



Today, the World Network of 

Biosphere Reserves comprises 610 

sites in 117 countries (2012) 

true1rectangle102.3999mabzoomin0true1rectangle102.3999mabzoomin0

http://www.unesco.org/mab/euromab/desd.shtml
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Challenges   

 
 

•  Improve Access to biodiversity and 

ecosystem services information, knowledge;   

 

• Adresss some research gaps (human well 

being, cultural services, interactions and 

trade offs) ; 

 

•Improve networking: sharing of 

knowledge, tools, methodology, know-how 

and experience for cross fertilization ; 

 

• Stimulate partnerships for building 

capacity and training.  
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UNESCO Division of Ecological and Earth 
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MAB Programme  
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75015 Paris, France 
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http:// www.unesco.org/mab 

Email : m.bouamrane@unesco.org 

 

 

http://www.unesco.org/mab
mailto:m.bouamrane@unesco.org

