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UNEP’s Medium Term Strategy 2014-2017 with
regional outputs

ROWA promotes collaboration and partnerships with
organizations to develop relevant programmes to
respond to the needs of the region.

The Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA)
has 12 member states:

- Bahrain - Palestine

= lrag « Qatar

- Jordan - Saudi Arabia
- Kuwait - Syria

- Lebanon - UAE.

= Oman = Yemen
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DRIVING PROCESSES FOR UNEP’S
BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEMS
PROGRAMME IN THE REGION

Decisions of the UNEP’s Governing Body: United
Nations Environment Assemble UNEA

MEA COP and COP MOP decisions, scientific and
technical advisory bodies (SBSTTA, STRP, IPBES...)

Priorities of regional and sub-regional Ministerial
Sessions (e.g. League of Arab States and GCC)

Requests for technical/advisory support from Member
States

transboundary emerging issues: SDS, degraded river
basins, illicit wildlife trade, endangered migratory
species...
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Biodiversity-related Regional Mechanisms

League of Arab States: (22 states)

— Arab Working Group to review the implementation of MEAs
related to Biodiversity and Combating desertification

— CAMRE (Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the
Environment)

4

Gulf Cooperation Council —jf— & |
(GCC) 6 states

— Convention on Wildlife (sub
regional)

— G@Green Customs initiative

— Regional Network to combat
wildlife crime (under
construction)
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The Environment Outlook for the Arab

Region: Environment for Development and
Human Well-being is the first official,

comprehensive, and integrated assessment of the I

state of environment in the Arab region. It is a
credible, scientific assessment that provides a base
for policy formulation in the region.
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*Natural resources are under pressure from population
growth and unbalanced economic growth

*Weak environmental institutions

* there is disparity between sub-regions resources, economic
conditions and infrastructures

r

Policy Options
*Shift towards green economy strategy
* Robust environmental laws and enforcement

L-Mixed and innovative policies combining land, water and biodiversity
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Desalination plants - Gulf contains
45 % of world capacity



Species

Fish
Coral
Mangrove

Seagrass

Gulf of Oman
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UNIQUE?
Adapted to extreme
environmental

conditions & surviving at
temperatures higher than
elsewhere in the world,
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biodiversity and ecosystem

priority iIssues in West Asia

- Water scarcity
- Wetlands loss

- Marine
ecosystem
degradation

- Land
degradation

- Desertification

- Biodiversity
loss

e Dust Storms
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Integrates findings
of three reports
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ECOSYSTEM

ASSESSMENT

Sub-Global Arab Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

the report emphasizes the need for a new paradigm: one that recognizes that
environmental sustainability is the foundation upon which economic health
depends.

Interventions proposed

1. regenerating the ecosystem;

2. human resources development, both social and economic;

3. institutional reforms


http://gis.cedare.int/arabma/

Largest wetland in Middle East: Mesopotamian Marshlands
From wetlands to dry lands
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19905, have been partially restored but remain at risk
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Global Biodiversity
Outlook 4

Specific concern for targets, 8 (pollution), 10 (corals), 12
(preventing extinctions), 5 (habitat degradation)

Target 10: Vulnerable ecosystems (coral reefs)

Element

Current Status

Comments

Confidence

Multiple anthropogenic pressures
on coral reefs are minimized, so
as to maintain their integrity and
functioning

Pressures such as land-based
pollution, uncontrolled tourism
still increasing, although new
marine protected areas may ease
overfishing in some reef regions

High

Multiple anthropogenic pressures
on other vulnerable ecosystems
impacted by climate change or
ocean acidification minimized, so
as to maintain their integrity and
functioning

Not evaluated

Insufficient information was
available to evaluate the target
for other vulnerable ecosystems
including seagrass habitats,
mangroves and mountains
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Catalyzing information through integrating
biodiversity-related Conventions in NBSAPs

CBD’s main mechanism for national implementation
CBD Decision X/2: Countries to set national targets, and translate into National
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans (NBSAPs)
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NBSAP

Identify & Identify
consult management
stakeholders/ objectives
audience & targets

Determine key Develop

questions & 0 conceptual

indicator use model
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possible
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& review
data

Develop
Calculate monitoring
indicators & reporting

systems

Communicate
& interpret
indicators

Test & refine
indicators with
stakeholders

NBSAPs
Framework for
cooperation

National NBSAP and indicators workshops: -

Applying the Biodiversity Indicator
Development Framework in West Asia
Lessons from UAE, Oman, Bahrain, and Iraq
Workshops

stakeholder engagement, stocktaking information,
assessments

policies
National targets towards filling gaps in info
(assessments, maps, data)



Stocktaking and Stakeholder identification: method
nr.1




The priority Aichi Targets identified for each
geographic area
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FLOW of BIODIVERSITY information

* CBD National reports: Fifth NR, CBD Thematic reports
 Ramsar Information Sheets-wetlands
* Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO) 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th
« CMS species action plans
* CITES species trade database (WCMC)
* ITPGRFA and WHC databases
* BIP Biodiversity indicators
 NBSAP forum
* INFORMEA
* GBIF, IUCN
— UNDAFs, UN reports, FAO, GEF Projects: scattered info




Oman’s National Plan for Mangrove Conservation and

Management
Action Output Aichi Target met
Conserving mangroves| Incorporated in National 2
planning
Mangrove ecosystems Fisheries managed 6
management sustainably
Mangroves sustainable|  Areas under forestry 7
management managed sustainably
Conserving mangroves Increase ecosystem 15
resilience
Mangroves are Engagement of local 18
managed by local communities in
communities preserving ecosystems
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Bahrain adopts the ecosystems approach

Action Output Aichi Target met
Adopting the ecosystem Incorporated into national 2
approach to conserve the planning
pearling sites
Conserving the pearling sites Increase ecosystem resilience 15
Protecting the Pearling sites Degradation and rate of lossof |5

through sustainable use

habitats reduced

Sustainable use of Oysters
ecosystems

Fisheries managed sustainably

Effective management and
legislations

Pollution reduced

Conserving the pearling sites

multiple anthropogenic
pressures on coral reefs, and
other vulnerable ecosystems
Impacted by climate change or
ocean acidification are
minimized, so as to maintain
their integrity and functioning

Expand Protected areas Protected Areas expanded 11
Ecosystem restoration and Essential ecosystem services 14
functioning restored and produced

Ecosystem assessemnt Knowledge sharing 19




Conclusions

e The NBSAP process in West Asia showed that
data was unavailable or cannot be accessed,

biodiversity and ecosystems assessments were
needed to be generated or shared.

» SGA is an opportunity to strengthen the
assessments portfolio in the region.

» The economic growth in the region presents

opportunities for PPP partnerships and resource
mobilization
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